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society	are	more	easily	reproduced	and	met	and	solved.	 -	Eleanor	Roosevelt			 After	dismissing	a	class	of	political	science	majors	one	fall	morning	in	2014,	I	chatted	with	students	as	I	erased	the	board	and	gathered	my	belongings.		As	they	often	do	in	political	science	classrooms,	our	discussions	turned	to	current	events	and	the	upcoming	election.		I	was	keenly	aware	of	the	lower	turnout	rates	among	young	people,	particularly	in	nonpresidential	elections,	which	garner	less	public	attention,	and	so	I	focused	my	efforts	on	encouraging	the	students	present	to	vote.				 “I	always	vote,	every	chance	I	get,”	boasted	Sarah,	a	young	lady	who	had	been	sitting	in	the	front	row.1		“I	think	it	is	so	important	to	participate	and	have	my	voice	





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Matching	SES	2002		 0.017	 0.247	 0.293	 6.6	SES	2004		 0.011	 0.242	 0.288	 6.7	Home	Literacy			 2.162	 2.409	 2.421	 1.5	Parent	Ed		 4.435	 4.935	 5.049	 5.7	Current	Events		 1.946	 2.050	 2.061	 1.7	Reading	Scores		 51.311	 53.264	 53.533	 2.9	
	















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 Lowest	Quartile	SES	 Highest	Quartile	SES		Varsity	Sports		 	26.56%	 	51.22%		Play	or	Musical		 	10.59%	 	17.58%		Band	or	Chorus		 	15.91%	 	25.01%		Hobby	Club		 	8.33%	 	17.86%		Vocational	Club		 	15.57%	 	9.84%			Academic	Club		 	17.63%	 	31.15%		Service	Club		 	13.20%	 	30.19%		 Not	surprisingly,	respondents	in	the	highest	socioeconomic	quartile	participate	at	far	higher	rates	in	six	of	the	seven	program	types.		The	outlier	is	vocational	clubs,	which	is	surely	due	to	respondents’	varying	career	prospects;	schools	serving	underprivileged	populations	may	be	more	likely	to	offer	these	employment	training-based	programs,	and	students	who	cannot	afford	to	pursue	


























































































n	=	2670		 	 	 	 	
































































































































































	 White	 All	Nonwhite	 Asian	 Black	 Latino		Varsity	Sports	 	43.88%		 	34.39%	 	32.36%	 	37.84%	 	30.66%		Play	or	Musical	 	15.50%		 	12.70%	 	11.63%	 	14.56%	 	11.32%		Band	or	Chorus		 	22.37%	 	19.49%	 	19.46%	 	23.26%	 	14.91%		Hobby	Club		 	11.90%		 	13.34%	 	19.81%	 	9.25%	 	12.63%		Vocational	Club	 	14.74%		 	13.21%	 	9.69%	 	16.29%	 	11.23%		Academic	Club		 	23.70%	 	22.16%	 	33.00%	 	17.70%	 	19.03%	






	Service	Club		 	20.84%	 	19.09%	 	30.64%	 	16.07%	 	14.26%			 The	rates	of	participation	displayed	in	Table	5.3	follow	a	couple	of	interesting	patterns.		Whites	generally	participate	in	performance-based	activities	most	frequently,	followed	closely	by	Blacks,	while	Asians	and	Latinos	participate	less	often.		In	particular,	this	pattern	is	true	of	participation	in	varsity	sports	and	plays	or	musicals,	while	the	pattern	is	similar	for	band	and	chorus	participation,	except	that	Blacks	participate	in	these	programs	at	even	greater	rates	than	do	Whites.170		Blacks	are	also	slightly	more	likely	than	Whites	to	participate	in	vocational	clubs,	while	Asians	and	Latinos	again	participate	less	frequently.		For	the	other	three	forms	of	clubs	examined,	Asians	participate	at	the	highest	rates,	outpacing	even	their	white	counterparts	by	around	50%	in	each	type;	this	includes	service	clubs,	which	are	joined	by	more	than	30%	of	young	Asians	and	were	shown	to	be	powerful	sources	of	civic	predispositions	in	Chapter	4.		Collectively,	these	variances	in	participation	rates	may	help	to	explain	why	young	Asian	and	Latino	Americans	go	on	to	vote	less	frequently	than	do	their	White	and	Black	peers;	however,	such	a	conclusion	assumes	that	participants	have	similar	experiences	in	these	programs	across	racial	categories,	and	that	they	react	similarly	to	these	experiences.		To	better	understand	how	students	of	different	races	are	affected	by	their	extracurricular	experiences,	and	how	the	resulting	interpretations	they	form	may	encourage	voter	turnout,	I	






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Earned	Bachelor’s	Degree		Varsity	Sports		 	31.44%	 	50.72%		Play	or	Musical		 	12.55%	 	17.73%		Band	or	Chorus		 	19.87%	 	24.34%		Hobby	Club		 	9.92%	 	17.24%		Vocational	Club		 	15.72%	 	11.72%		Academic	Club		 	17.26%	 	33.08%		Service	Club		 	12.81%		 	32.05%		 The	rates	of	participation	above	tell	a	consistent	story:	young	people	who	go	on	to	earn	bachelor’s	degrees	at	post-secondary	institutions	are	far	more	likely	to	have	participated	in	extracurricular	activities	during	high	school.185		Particularly	notable	are	the	higher	rates	of	participation	in	those	activities	previously	recognized	as	the	most	fruitful	sources	of	extracurricular	interpretive	effects:	varsity	sports,	plays	or	musicals,	band	or	chorus,	and	service	clubs.		More	than	half	of	respondents	who	went	on	to	earn	bachelor’s	degrees	had	participated	in	varsity	sports	during	high	school,	compared	to	less	than	a	third	of	those	who	did	not	earn	such	degrees.		College-bound	students	are	similarly	more	likely	to	have	participated	in	performing	

































































































n	=	3982		 	 	 	 	


















































































































































































































































		10		20		11		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 						N	=	41		 While	interviews	were	formatted	as	open-ended	conversations,	all	interviews	were	based	around	a	common	theme:	interviewees’	high	school	experiences	and	their	reactions	to	those	experiences.		My	questions	were	divided	between	scholastic	experiences,	the	stimuli	that	I	theorize	can	lead	to	a	civic	









	Question	1	 Overall,	how	would	you	rate	your	high	school	experience?			Did	you	enjoy	going	to	school?			Did	you	have	school	pride?			Question	2	 Overall,	do	you	think	that	students	at	your	school	were	respectful	toward	teachers	and	other	school	officials?			Were	the	teachers	and	other	school	officials	respectful	toward	the	students?		Question	3	 Do	you	feel	that	you	were	generally	respected	and	appreciated	by	your	fellow	students?		By	teachers	and	school	officials?				Question	4	 Do	you	believe	that	some	students	at	your	school	were	more	respected	and	appreciated	by	the	students	than	others?		By	teachers	and	other	school	officials?				Question	5	 What	personal	accomplishments	were	you	most	proud	of	as	a	student?			Do	you	believe	that	other	members	of	your	school	community	were	aware	of	your	achievements?				






Question	6	 What	types	of	extracurricular	activities	did	you	participate	in	while	attending	high	school,	if	any?				Question	7	 Did	you	ever	win	an	award	through	your	school?		Question	8	 Were	you	aware	of	students	who	played	for	your	school	sports	teams?				Question	9	 Were	you	aware	of	students	who	participated	in	school	performances	such	as	plays,	musicals,	band	or	chorus?				Question	10	 Did	you	get	into	trouble	while	at	school?			If	so,	do	you	feel	that	you	were	treated	fairly	by	teachers	and	other	school	officials?		Question	11	 Did	you	ever	skip	school?			Do	you	believe	that	skipping	was	a	frequent	and	significant	problem	at	your	school?		
	































































































































































                                                        198	Results	are	displayed	as	follows;	coefficients	for	each	independent	variable	of	interest	are	listed	first;	standard	errors	are	listed	within	parentheses	below	coefficients;	p-values	are	marked	using	*	for	results	that	are	better	than	90%	significant,	**	for	those	better	than	95%	significant,	***	for	those	better	than	99%	significant.		Finally,	the	sample	size	for	each	regression	is	listed	in	italics	at	the	bottom	of	each	cell.		Note	that	only	results	for	independent	variables	of	interest	are	featured;	each	cell	displays	results	from	a	distinct	model	of	voting.		Control	variables	representing	respondents’	home	literary	resources,	parents’	educational	attainment,	discussion	of	current	events	with	parents,	and	two	measures	of	socioeconomic	status,	one	from	2002	and	one	from	2004,	were	also	included	in	each	model.			
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